
	

			
		
			
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				Matt Boehnke
	John Braun
	Perry Dozier
	Phil Fortunato
	Chris Gildon
	Brad Hawkins
	Jeff Holy
	Curtis King
	Drew MacEwen
	Jim McCune
	Ron Muzzall
	Mike Padden
	Ann Rivers
	Mark Schoesler
	Shelly Short
	Nikki Torres
	Keith Wagoner
	Judy Warnick
	Jeff Wilson
	Lynda Wilson




	
		
			Receive updates
		

		
		
			
				
					
																					
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											Find Your Legislator										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											Search for a Bill										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											Bill to Laws Finder										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											State Budget Info										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											State Checkbook										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											WA State Government										

									
								

															
									
										
											[image: ]
										

										
											The Other Washington										

									
								

																		

				

				

				

			

			
							
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								Find Your Legislator							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								Search for a Bill							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								Bill to Laws Finder							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								State Budget Info							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								State Checkbook							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								WA State Government							

						
											
							
								[image: ]
							

							
								The Other Washington							

						
									

					

		
			
									Dark Mode
							

		

	

	
		
			
				
					
						[image: Senate Replublicans Caucus Logo]
						[image: Senate Replublicans Caucus Logo]
					
				

			

			
				
						Senators
	Loading…



	News
	Audio/Video
	Podcast
	Trending Topics
	Priorities For Washington
	HB 1589 – Natural Gas Ban
	Democrat Gerrymandering in the 15th LD
	Budgets
	Initiatives to the Legislature
		Initiative 2081
	Initiative 2109
	Initiative 2111
	Initiative 2113
	Initiative 2117
	Initiative 2124



	Power Washington
	Recovery Washington
	More Trending Topics



	Contact
	Media Inquiries





				

				

				
					

				

			

			
								
					
						
						Search
					

				

				

			

		

	

	




	

	
	
		
			[image: Senate Replublicans Caucus Logo]
		
		
			
				
					
					Search
				

			

		

		
			

				Senators
	Loading…



	News
	Audio/Video
	Podcast
	Trending Topics
	Priorities For Washington
	HB 1589 – Natural Gas Ban
	Democrat Gerrymandering in the 15th LD
	Budgets
	Initiatives to the Legislature
		Initiative 2081
	Initiative 2109
	Initiative 2111
	Initiative 2113
	Initiative 2117
	Initiative 2124



	Power Washington
	Recovery Washington
	More Trending Topics



	Contact
	Media Inquiries





		

		Recieve updates
		
			
				© Copyright 2024, Senate Republican Caucus
				


				505 12th Avenue SW

				Olympia, WA 98504			

			
															Facebook
											Instagram
											X
											Youtube
												

		

	





			

			

				
				
				
				
			

				
				
			
		

	
	
	



			
				

				
					
					
			
		
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
			
						
				
											
							
																	
																
									
										

										

									

									
									
										
											
												#UNSAFEWA:

												Secure a Safer Washington

												Extreme Democrat policies and an unwillingness to address the reality of our crime and drug overdose rates puts your safety at risk. People still do not feel safe in their communities. We need to increase police staffing, make it easier to prosecute criminals, and ensure fair but just sentencing. Republicans want to ensure a safer Washington.
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												#UNAFFORDABLEWA:

												Fight for an Affordable Washington

												Overregulation increases the cost of everything -- home prices, rent, food, energy, and gasoline. Washington has become unaffordable for many. Meanwhile, the state is seeing record tax revenue, but Democrats refuse to provide meaningful tax relief. Republicans will fight for a more affordable Washington.
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												#UNWISEWA:

												Build a Better Future for Washington's Children

												State government has let down Washington’s youth. They are plagued with significant learning loss, poor physical safety and security at school, easy access to hard drugs such as fentanyl, and poor mental-health support. Our children deserve better. Republicans want to build a better future for Washington’s children.
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				INITIATIVES

Three passed, three go to the ballot in November

Fed up with the destructive and burdensome policies passed by the Democrat majority in the Washington State Legislature, citizens collected more than 2.3 million signatures to put six initiatives before the Legislature. 

Only three of the initiatives received a hearing and a vote. In three strong, bipartisan votes, the Legislature passed the following:

	Initiative 2081 Protect parents’ right to know
	Initiative 2111 Ban an Income Tax in Washington
	Initiative 2113 Restore “Reasonable Suspicion” for Police Pursuit


Majority Democrats refused to give hearings to the remaining three initiatives, so they will go to the ballot in November.

	Initiative 2109 Repeal the Income Tax on Capital Gains
	Initiative 2117 Repeal the “Climate Commitment Act” and it’s “cap-and-tax” program
	Initiative 2124 Allow People to Opt Out of the “Long-Term Care” Payroll Tax



			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				VIDEO

Senate Republican Leader John Braun talks about the policies behind three initiatives to the Legislature that majority Democrats ignored during the session and will appear on the November ballot.


			

				
				
				
				
				

				
			

				
				
				
				
				NOTE: No updates or changes will be made to this webpage or the individual webpages for each initiative from March 7, 2024, until after the election in November, as per state law. Similarly, no updates or changes will be made to any content linked to from these webpages from March 7, 2024 until after the November election. 
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				A warning to criminals: The era of lawlessness is swiftly drawing to a close. Law enforcement will pursue and apprehend you.


			

				
				
				
				
				
					Time until police are allowed to chase criminals again like in 49 other states. New police pursuit law - brought by peoples’ initiative - will end the horrible Democrat law which allowed criminals to go free and put handcuffs on police.
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						April 03, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					Braun: Retiring Sen. Mike Padden Legislature’s  strongest advocate of public safety

					OLYMPIA…Senate Republican Leader John Braun, R-Centralia, shared the following sentiments after an announcement by Sen. Mike Padden, R-Spokane Valley, saying he will not seek reelection to the 4th District Senate seat he has held since 2011. Sen. Padden is currently the lead Republican on the Senate Law & Justice Committee. He was previously the chair...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 07, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					VIDEO: TVW: 2024 Impact Sine Die Special – Sen. John Braun

					On the final day of the 2024 Legislative Session, Mike McClanahan, host of The Impact, interviews Sen. John Braun.

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 07, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					VIDEO: TVW: 2024 Impact Sine Die Special – Sen Lynda Wilson

					On the final day of the 2024 Legislative Session, Mike McClanahan, host of The Impact, interviews Sen. Lynda Wilson.

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 06, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					VIDEO: Senate Republican Leader John Braun on three initiatives heading to voters

					Senate Republican Leader John Braun talks about the policies behind three initiatives to the Legislature that majority Democrats ignored during the session and will appear on the November ballot.

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 05, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					VIDEO: Legislative Republican Leadership Media Availability

					State Legislative Republicans – Sens. John Braun and Matt Boehnke and Reps. Drew Stokesbary and Mike Steele – hold a weekly media availability to discuss the very latest in the 2024 legislative session.

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 02, 2024

						Senate Republican Caucus

					

					AUDIO: Legislation hastens utility’s ability to ban natural gas

					Expect to pay more to heat your home in the future as the state Legislature hands Washington’s largest private utility a gift. Tracy Ellis reports.

					Read More
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						April 08, 2024

						John Braun

					

					Braun appalled by Seattle teacher’s blatantly antisemitic comments

					OLYMPIA…Senate Republican Leader John Braun, R-Centralia, today shared his reaction to comments made by Seattle school teacher Ian Golash during an interview posted Friday to X, the social media platform formerly known as Twitter. When asked if the Oct. 7, 2023 attack by Hamas terrorists on Israeli citizens was justified, Golash responded, “Yes.” As the...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						April 08, 2024

						John Braun

					

					Sen. Braun on Sen. Rivers’ decision not to seek reelection:  ‘We will deeply miss her leadership and service’

					CENTRALIA… Senate Republican Leader John Braun offered this response to today’s announcement by Sen. Ann Rivers, R-La Center, that she will not be seeking a new term as the 18th Legislative District’s state senator: “Having served with Senator Rivers for more than a decade, from a neighboring district, I know how hard she has worked...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						April 08, 2024

						John Braun

					

					Braun: Retiring Sen. Mike Padden Legislature’s  strongest advocate of public safety

					OLYMPIA…Senate Republican Leader John Braun, R-Centralia, shared the following sentiments after an announcement by Sen. Mike Padden, R-Spokane Valley, saying he will not seek reelection to the 4th District Senate seat he has held since 2011. Sen. Padden is currently the lead Republican on the Senate Law & Justice Committee. He was previously the chair...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						April 05, 2024

						Chris Gildon

					

					Rely on natural gas? WA lawmakers don’t care. The state’s ‘phaseout’ will cost you

					The following op-ed was published in the The (Tacoma) News Tribune April 5, 2024. Opinion By Sen. Chris Gildon Did the Washington Legislature just pass a ban on natural gas that will force about 900,000 Puget Sound area customers to convert from gas to electric? That is the topic of much debate these days, and...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 28, 2024

						Chris Gildon

					

					Consumers will pay billions under law to phase out natural gas, Gildon says

					OLYMPIA – A bill signed into law Thursday by Gov. Jay Inslee will force billions of dollars in new costs onto homeowners, renters and businesses, says Sen. Chris Gildon, R-Puyallup. “Make no mistake about it – this law sets the stage for a natural gas ban in the central Puget Sound area,” Gildon said. “As...

					Read More

				
							
					
						

					

					
						March 07, 2024

						Chris Gildon

					

					Senators mystified by cut in drug task force funding; lawmakers approve other Republican fentanyl proposals

					  OLYMPIA – Two Republican bills addressing Washington’s fentanyl crisis are headed to the governor’s office for final consideration, but senators say they are surprised by a cutback in this year’s budget for local law enforcement drug task forces. Senate Republicans offered proposals this year to combat the spread of deadly fentanyl this year in...

					Read More
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		According to WalletHub Seattle and Tacoma rank near the bottom of the "Safest Cities in America” list. The 'Defund the Police' movement and laws emboldening criminals are to blame. We must support law enforcement. #RestorePublicSafety #UnsafeWA #waleg[image: ][image: ]ow.ly/VbnF50PVQtp			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		OUTRAGEOUS: HB 1589, paving the way to a natural gas ban, was signed recently by Governor Jay Inslee -despite major public outcry.[image: ] [image: ]AG Bob Ferguson, Governor Jay Inslee and Legislative Democrats passed HB 1589 at 2am. We fought against HB 1589 every step of the way. #paininthegas #waleg			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		Education funding is up. Students achieving state standards is only 50.7% for English and 39.1% for math. Rather than spending billions more, let’s ask whether we are on the right track. #RebootEducation #waleg[image: ][image: ]Sen. Brad Hawkins via The Seattle Times: ow.ly/qC4P50R9T5e			
	... See MoreSee Less





	
		Photo	


	
					View on Facebook
							
									·
								Share
				
											
							
							Share on Facebook
						
											
							
							Share on Twitter
						
											
							
							Share on Linked In
						
											
							
							Share by Email
						
									

			

			

	






		









			

			

				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				
				YouTube


			

				
				
				
				
				

	        
		
    
        
            
                [image: After four decades of public service, state Senator Mike Padden is calling it a career. The Spokane Valley Republican will not seek reelection to the Senate.]

                
                    
                                                    Elephant in the Dome Podcast: Senator Mike Padden will not seek reelection to the state Senate
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Senate Republican Leader John Braun says the three new laws on police pursuits, parental rights and income taxes that came from the citizens of the state highlight the session. He also talks about tax increase proposals, homelessness and rent control. Senator Lynda Wilson announced that she would not be returning to the Senate after ten years in the legislature. She says the bill she’s the proudest of is the Tiffany Hill Act. She also discusses emergency powers and the importance of working with the other side.]

                
                    
                                                    The Elephant in the Dome Podcast: A look back at the Legislative Session and a senator says goodbye
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Six initiatives from the people overshadowed the 2024 legislative session, and forced lawmakers to take a more realistic approach to other issues, explains Sen. Chris Gildon in this update from Olympia. Washington lawmakers adjourned their 60-day legislative session March 7.]

                
                    
                                                    Gildon: Initiatives set the tone for Olympia in 2024
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Democrats in the state Legislature passed a bill requested by Puget Sound Energy that insulates PSE from paying for state-mandated carbon-reduction goals by cutting off gas natural service to its customers.  Homeowners and businesses will bear the cost of converting from gas to electricity. The Building Industry Association of Washington estimates costs to residential customers to average nearly $40,000. The impact on business also will be huge, and energy costs will soar.  HB 1589 reverses the concept behind state utility regulation. Until now, the idea has been to promote efficiency while protecting customers from excessive costs. This bill imposes enormous costs on customers in the name of protecting one company from the financial consequences of bad energy policy.  Listen to what Republican Senators John Braun, Chris Gildon, Drew MacEwen, Perry Dozier, Shelly Short and Matt Boehnke have to say about it.]

                
                    
                                                    Elephant in the Dome Podcast: HB 1589-Natural gas ban: Selling out families for corporate interests
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Her arrest is the latest in a growing number of issues from inside the Chehalis youth detention facility. Sen. John Braun is featured in this report.]

                
                    
                                                    VIDEO: FOX 13: Green Hill School employee arrested, accused of conspiring to commit prison riot
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: On the final day of the 2024 Legislative Session, Mike McClanahan, host of The Impact, interviews Sen. John Braun.]

                
                    
                                                    TVW: 2024 Impact Sine Die Special – Sen. John Braun
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: On the final day of the 2024 Legislative Session, Mike McClanahan, host of The Impact, interviews Sen. Lynda Wilson.]

                
                    
                                                    TVW: 2024 Impact Sine Die Special - Sen. Lynda Wilson
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Citizens collected more than 2.3 million signatures to put six initiatives before the Legislature.  Three of the initiatives received a hearing and a vote. All three passed with bipartisan support.  Majority Democrats refused to give hearings to the remaining three initiatives, so they will go to the ballot in November.  Sens. John Braun and Mark Schoesler talk about them.]

                
                    
                                                    Elephant in the Dome Podcast: Initiatives to the Legislature: 3 pass 3 go to the ballot in November
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: In 2021, Democrats passed an income tax on capital gains. They argued it was actually an excise tax, not a graduated income tax, and was, therefore, constitutional.  Washington Policy Center did extensive outreach to the 49 other states and the Internal Revenue Service, all of which said a capital gains tax is an income tax. And, since it only applies to certain people who earn a higher level of income from such things as the sale of stocks, it is a graduated income tax. This means it is illegal, according to the Washington State Constitution.  However, the liberal Washington State Supreme Court upheld the tax as an excise tax and the United States Supreme Court declined to hear the appeal. The income tax on capital gains stands.  I-2109 would repeal the tax, which is overwhelmingly unpopular with the people.]

                
                    
                                                    I-2109 Repeal the Capital Gains Income Tax
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: In 2021, Democrats passed an income tax on capital gains. They argued it was actually an excise tax, not a graduated income tax, and was, therefore, constitutional.  Washington Policy Center did extensive outreach to the 49 other states and the Internal Revenue Service, all of which said a capital gains tax is an income tax. And, since it only applies to certain people who earn a higher level of income from such things as the sale of stocks, it is a graduated income tax. This means it is illegal, according to the Washington State Constitution.  However, the liberal Washington State Supreme Court upheld the tax as an excise tax and the United States Supreme Court declined to hear the appeal. The income tax on capital gains stands.  I-2109 would repeal the tax, which is overwhelmingly unpopular with the people.]

                
                    
                                                    I-2109 Repeal the Capital Gains Income Tax
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Initiatives and bad bills...learn more from Senate Republican Leader John Braun. I-2081, I-2113, and I-2111 were passed by the Legislature. I-2109, I-2117, and I-2124 will go to the ballot in November. Another horrible bill is HB 1589.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen. Braun gives a legislative update for the end of the 2024 Legislative Session
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Senate Republican Leader John Braun talks about the policies behind three initiatives to the Legislature that majority Democrats ignored during the session and will appear on the November ballot.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen. John Braun on three initiatives to voters
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Senate Republican Leader John Braun talks about the policies behind three initiatives to the Legislature that majority Democrats ignored during the session and will appear on the November ballot.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen John Braun on 3 initiatives to voters
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Sen. Lynda Wilson announced that she will not seek another term in the Legislature.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen. Lynda Wilson says goodbye on her birthday
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: Beef. It's What's For Dinner.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen. Ron Muzzall Beef Day
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: State Legislative Republicans – Sens. John Braun and Matt Boehnke and Reps. Drew Stokesbary and Mike Steele – hold a weekly media availability to discuss the very latest in the 2024 legislative session.]

                
                    
                                                    Legislative Republican Leadership Media Availability
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: The bill would require firearm dealers to install onerous security features and superfluous alarm and surveillance systems, and adopt redundant storage and excessively burdensome record-keeping practices. It also would set minimum insurance-coverage requirements and require employees to undergo yearly background checks.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen. Keith Wagoner speaks out against a bill he fears could end retail firearm sales in Washington
                                            

                


                                    
                        
                                            

                                
            

                    

    



    
        
            
                [image: I-2081 enshrines and clarifies parental and familial rights in public education.]

                
                    
                                                    Sen Perry Dozier celebrates the passing of Initiative 2081
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